FIRST OVER EVEREST
Along the north-eastern confines of India lies the mightiest
range of mountains in the world—the Himalayas, or Abode
of Snow to quote the Sanskrit term. No other mountain range
can compare with them in variety, in the loftiness of their
heights, in the grandeur by which they are surrounded, and
the halo of mystery and romance which overhangs them.
The inhabitants of varying race and descent who live along
their western and south-western borders, have as near neigh-
bours, peaks towering more than 20,000 feet into the skies and
glaciers covering hundreds of square miles.
Although the area in question has been traversed by explorers
and surveyors, there are parts that have not been studied by the
methods of modern geographical science, for the distances are
great, transportation is slow and uncertain, and so far as Nepal
Sikkim and Bhutan are concerned, the railway has not pene-
trated, and they are lands that still remain very much of a
sealed book to the rest of the world.
The main chain of the Himalayas stands like a wall dividing
Tibet and western China from India, and even along the
Indian side of the range there is still scope for geographical
Alexanders.
It is with Nepal that we are singularly concerned in the
story of the Everest flight, for lying 35 this independent kingdom
does on the side nearest to India and having within its limits
Everest, Goddess Mother of the mountains, the world's loftiest
peak, it was imperative to secure the permission of His Highness
the Maharaja of Nepal, which he so generously accorded and
enabled us to bring the flight to its triumphal conclusion.
The scientific and geographic world owes much to the
vision and foresight of this enlightened ruler, who paved the
way for a historic flight and advanced the cause of aviation.
We had envisaged the possibility of a second flight over
Everest, and without wishing to impose upon the goodwill of
the ruler who had so readily granted permission for the initial
attempt, we realised that success or failure of the photographic
survey might well depend upon the results of the first crossing
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